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Crawley Borough Council 
 
 
 
 
 

Report No: PES/098 
 

C 
         
                           Report to the Licensing Committee 

12 November 2012 

Hackney Carriage Fares, 2012 - 2013 

 

1.0 Key Points 
 
1.1. The purpose of this report is to consider proposals from the hackney carriage 

association for increases to the Hackney Carriage table of fares for 2012 – 2013. 

1.2. The last increase in the Hackney Carriage fares took place in January 2012 and a 
copy of the current table of fares is set out at Appendix A .  

2.0 Recommendations 
 
2.1. The Committee is requested to consider the fol lowing proposal put forward by 

the Executive of the Crawley Hackney Carriage Assoc iation: 
 

(a) That the starting tariff (for Tariff 1) which i s currently £3.60 be increased 
to £3.80, and 

 
(b) The starting tariff (for Tariff 2) which is cur rently £4.50 be increased to 

£4.80.  
 
2.3 If the Committee resolves to vary the existing table of fares (as proposed above 

or otherwise), the Committee is asked to authorise the Head of Environmental 
Services and Planning, or officer acting on her beh alf, to publish a public notice 
of the variation and the period within which object ions can be made (the expiry 
date of the period to be set by the Head of Environ mental Services and 
Planning but to be no later than 15 December 2012) in accordance with section 
65 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976. 

 
2.4 If the Committee resolves to vary the existing table of fares, the Committee is 

requested to note that should any objections are ma de  following the 
publishing of a notice and are not withdrawn, it wi ll be required to meet and 
consider those objections. 

 
 

ANGELA TANNER 
Head of Planning and Regulatory Services  
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3.0 Background 
 

3.1  The Council as Licensing Authority for the Borough of Crawley is the appropriate 
authority for the purposes of setting Hackney Carriage fares in accordance with 
Section 65 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, 
(hereinafter referred to as ’’the Act”). 

 
3.2 It is the Council’s informal policy to consult with the relevant trade association when 

establishing an appropriate ‘table of fares’ for the forthcoming financial period. 
 
3.3 Following consultation with the trade a report is drafted and presented for the 

consideration of the Licensing Committee. 
 
3.4 The report includes the trade’s proposals with officer’s views and may also propose 

alternative options. 
 
3.5 Following Committee approval based on the information provided, the fare structure 

for the coming period is published in the form of a public notice on the local press.  A 
statutory period of not less than 14 days is allowed for any objection to be submitted. 

 
3.6 A copy of the notice is required to be available at all reasonable times to the public for 

inspection without payment at the Town Hall for a period of 14 days from the date of 
first publication. 

 
3.7 If objections are received, they are reported back to the Licensing Committee for due 

consideration.  The Committee may then decide to proceed with the advertised table 
of fares or amend it, having taken into account any objection.  

 
3.8 If no objection is received or objections are received but subsequently withdrawn, the 

proposed table of fares takes effect on the date the public notice expires or the date 
the last objection is withdrawn, whichever is later. 

3.9 Any variation to the table of fares will continue in that form until such time as the 
Committee subsequently review and vary the table. The Council’s standard practice 
is to review these fares annually.  

4.0 Content 
 
4.1 The last increase in the Hackney Carriage fare took place on 6 January 2012. The 

Hackney Carriage trade requested a 20p increase on the initial flag fare and 
Committee decided that an increase of 20p on the flag fare would be approved. The 
current table of fares is shown in Appendix A . 

 
4.2 Following consultation with the Crawley Hackney Carriage Association who represent 

most of those who have hackney carriage vehicle licences issued by the Council, the 
Council received a letter dated 25 September 2012 which outlined the Association’s 
proposal (as set out in Appendix B ). The Hackney Carriage Association also 
undertook a ballot of hackney carriage proprietors and the result of this ballot is 
attached as Appendix C . 

4.3 The Council may propose an alternative table of fares, however it is the view of 
officers that the proposals put forward by the trade this year are reasonable and 
require no further amendment.  

4.4 The report includes the Crawley Hackney Carriage Association’s proposals 
(Appendix B ) and a comparison of charges with that of the neighbouring authorities 
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can also be viewed at (Appendix D ). These are based on last year’s tariffs and it is 
not known whether or not our neighbouring authorities are planning an increase for 
the forthcoming year.  

 
5.0 Ward Members' Views  
 
5.1. The Council on this occasion has not consulted or sought the views of Ward 

Members as this matter is not ward specific. There is also a formal consultation 
process, as described above. 

 
6.0 Staffing, Financial and Legal Implications/Powe rs 
 
6.1. The increase of Hackney Carriage fares is controlled by statute and set 

independently of the procedure used to set the Council’s general fees and charges.  
 
6.2. The legislation sets out a statutory period regarding the time allowed for objection.  

Unlike other sections of the Act which allow for objectors or aggrieved persons to 
appeal to a magistrates court, Section 65(4) requires all objections to the proposed 
table of fares to be referred to the licensing authority which made the original 
decision.  

 
6.3 There are no extra staffing or financial implications to the Council. 
 
6.4. Article 1  of the First Protocol of the Human Rights Act 1998 entitles every person to 

the right to peaceful enjoyment of their possessions, which includes their livelihood or 
their means of earning it.  The impact of a fare tariff may affect a person’s livelihood 
or their means of earning it.  In setting a fare tariff the Council must consider the 
impact on both the public and those whose livelihood may be affected. 

 
7.0 Risk Implications  
 
7.1 None. 
 
8.0 Environmental Implications  
 
8.1 None. 

9.0 Links to the Sustainable Community Strategy and  Corporate Plan 
 
9.1 The proposals contained in this report relate to the following key areas of the 

Sustainable Community Strategy 
   
 

Community Cohesion  Community Safety y 
Young People and Children  Health and Well Being  
Older People  The Environment y 
The Local Economy  Y    Social Inclusion  

 
The following key principles are applicable:- 
 
(i) Working together   y 
(ii) Dignity, respect and opportunities for all   y 
(iii) Involving People   y 
(iv) Making it last   y 

 



 

  C/ 4

The report relates to the following areas in which the Council operates to enhance 
the town and the quality of life of local people:- 

 
(i) Our Communities: (ensuring they are safe, healthy,   y 

cohesive and enjoyable) 
(ii) Our Environment: (ensuring that it is attractive, clean,   y 

protected and sustainable) 
(iii) Our Economy: (ensuring it is thriving, vibrant and   y 

prosperous) 
(iv) Our Council: (ensuring it is engaging, transparent,   y 

business-like with a social conscience, cost-effective  
and a place-shaping community leader) 

10.0 Reasons for the Recommendation 
 
10.1. Members of the Crawley Hackney Carriage Association have requested that the 

Council consider the current fare structure.  
 
10.2 Although the views of the trade are particularly relevant they are only one factor to be 

considered. 
 
10.3 The Committee may also make any changes to the table that it considers reasonable 

and appropriate.  
 
10.4 The procedure for changing the fares requires the Committee to consider the matter 

and decide a fare structure that they consider to be appropriate. This needs to be 
carried out bearing in mind those affected, namely the members of the trade and their 
customers, the public. The proposed fares are then subject to consultation using an 
advertisement in the local newspaper, as required by the legislation. 

 

11 Background Papers 
 
11.1 Letter from the Crawley Hackney Association dated 25th September 2012 
 Ballot Results from Hackney Carriage Association 
 2012 Hackney Carriage Fares Tariff Card. 
 Taxi Tariffs from neighbouring authorities. 

 
 
Contact Officer:  Bill Nailen 
Direct Line: 01293 438734 
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Appendix A 
 
 

CRAWLEY HACKNEY CARRIAGE –FARES 
   Section 65 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 
 

Valid from the 6th January 2012 
Tariff 1 
Applies to all hiring’s except those mentioned in tariff 2 & 3 
 

 
Initial distance not exceeding 1,608 meters (1,759 yards) or 8 minutes 25 seconds or un-
completed part thereof 
For a distance of 1,609 meters (1,760 yards) or 8 minutes 25 seconds  or un-completed 
part thereof 
For each subsequent 153 meters (167 yards) or 48 seconds or un-completed part thereof 
 

  
   £3.60 
 
   £3.80 
 
       20p 

 
Tariff 2 
Applies to all  hirings begun between midnight and 06am including all Bank Holidays, and all hiring’s 
from 18:00hrs to 23:59 hrs on the 24th December  and from 18:00hrs on New Years Eve to 23:59 on 1st 
January 
 
 

 
Initial distance not exceeding 1,608 meters (1,759 yards) 8 minutes  or  un-completed part 
thereof 
For a distance of 1,609 meters (1,760 yards) or 8 minutes or  un-completed part thereof 

For each subsequent 161 meters (176 yards) or 48 seconds or un-completed part thereof 

 

   
   £4.50 
 
   £4.80 
 
       30p 

 
 
 
 

Tariff 3 
Applies to all  hiring’s from 00:01 on the 25th December to midnight on the 26th  December  
 
 
 
 

 
Initial distance not exceeding 1,608 meters (1,759 yards) or 8 minutes or un-completed 
part thereof 
For a distance of 1,609 meters (1,760 yards) or 8 minutes or un-completed part thereof 

For each subsequent 161 meters (176 yards) or 48 seconds or un-completed part thereof 

 
 

   
   £6.00 
 
   £6.40 
 
       40p 

 

Extra Charges 
 

A soilage charge of £55 (minimum) 
Subject to the licensing capacity of the vehicle, the driver when carrying more than 4 persons may be 
entitled to charge tariff 2. 
When a Hackney Carriage is hired by distance the proprietor or driver shall  not be entitled to 
demand and take a fare greater than that recorded on the face of the taximeter, save for any extra 
charges authorized by the above table which may not be recorded on the face of such meter. The 
driver may charge any “road charge or tolls” where applicable (this must be agreed with the customer 
before hire commences). 
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Appendix B 
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Appendix C 
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Appendix D 
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